STRATEGIC PLACEMAKING SCRUTINY
SUB-COMMITTEE
When:

6.30 pm
Thursday 8 August 2019

Where: Council Chamber
Civic, 1 Saxon Gate East, Milton Keynes, MK9 3EJ

Public Questions
The deadline for the submission of public questions is 6:30 pm on Tuesday 6 August
2019 and should either be delivered to the address below or sent by email to
meetings@milton-keynes.gov.uk
Public Speaking
Persons wishing to speak on an agenda item must give notice by not later than
6.15 pm on the day of the meeting.

Members of the Sub-Committee
Councillor
P Geary (Chair)
Councillors
K Bradburn, Gilbert, Petchey and Williams
Enquiries
Please contact Shelagh Muir on 01908 254271 or shelagh.muir@miltonkeynes.gov.uk
This agenda is available at https://milton-keynes.cmis.uk.com/miltonkeynes/Committees.aspx

Milton Keynes Council, Civic, 1 Saxon Gate East, Milton Keynes, MK9 3EJ Tel: 01908 691691
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Health and Safety
Please take a few moments to familiarise yourself with the nearest available fire exit,
indicated by the fire evacuation signs. In the event of an alarm sounding during the meeting
you must evacuate the building immediately and follow all instructions provided by the fire
evacuation officer who will identify themselves should the alarm sound. You will be assisted
to the nearest designated assembly point until it is safe to return to the building.
Mobile Phones
Please ensure that your mobile phone is switched to silent or is switched off completely
during the meeting.
Agenda
Agendas and reports for the majority of the Council’s public meetings can be accessed at:
http://milton-keynes.cmis.uk.com/milton-keynes/
Wi Fi access is available in all Civic meeting rooms. Users of Windows 7 and above can
simply click the link to any documents you wish to see. Users of Windows XP will need to
right click on the link and select ‘open in browser’.
Recording of Meetings
The proceedings at this meeting may be recorded for the purpose of preparing the minutes
of the meeting.
In accordance with the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014, you can
film, photograph, record or use social media at any Council meetings that are open to the
public. If you are reporting the proceedings, please respect other members of the public at
the meeting who do not want to be filmed. You should also not conduct the reporting so
that it disrupts the good order and conduct of the meeting. While you do not need
permission, you can contact the Council’s staff in advance of the meeting to discuss facilities
for reporting the proceedings and a contact is included on the front of the agenda, or you
can liaise with staff at the meeting.
Guidance from the Department for Communities and Local Government can be viewed at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/343182/1
40812_Openness_Guide.pdf
Comments, Complaints and Compliments
Milton Keynes Council welcomes feedback from members of the public in order to make its
services as efficient and effective as possible. We would appreciate any suggestions
regarding the usefulness of the paperwork for this meeting, or the conduct of the meeting
you have attended. Please e-mail your comments to meetings@milton-keynes.gov.uk
If you require a response please leave contact details, ideally including an e-mail address.
A formal complaints / compliments form is available at http://www.miltonkeynes.gov.uk/complaints/
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AGENDA
1.

Welcome and Introductions
The Vice-Chair to welcome Councillors, officer colleagues and members of the
public to the meeting and introduce those present.

2.

Apologies

3.

Disclosure of Interests
Councillors to declare any disclosable pecuniary interests, or personal
interests (including other pecuniary interests), they may have in the business
to be transacted, and officers to disclose any interests they may have in any
contract to be considered:

4.

Call-In of Delegated Decision - 16 July 2019: Caldecotte Resident Permit
Parking Only Scheme
The Chair to outline the procedure to be followed at the meeting.
At the meeting of Delegated Decisions held on 16 July 2019, the following
decision in respect of the Caldecotte Resident Permit Parking Only Scheme
was made:
“That the implementation of the Residents Parking Scheme and associated
restrictions in the Caldecotte area be approved and proceeds.”
A copy of the report and Annexes considered by the Cabinet member
responsible for Planning and Transport are attached at Item 4 (Pages 5 to 14).
This decision has been called-in by 20 members of the public for the following
reasons:
“We request the decision is called-in in connection with a formal objection to
the, now approved, resident parking restrictions on the neighbouring
Caldecotte housing estate, submitted on our behalf by our employer,
Rightmove.
Whilst we believe that parking on these roads should primarily be for the
residents who live on these roads, the restrictions will also only apply during
business hours when residents are less likely to be at home as they too will be
at work; it is not clear to us what the restrictions would achieve. The majority
of the houses on the roads under review all have adequate off-road parking or
are accessed via private access rods off the main street.
It is also a concern to us that, due to the lack of parking, the roads coming
onto the Business Park are becoming dangerous with several accidents and
incidents already reported. This provides concerns for both residents and
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Business Park users as to the access for emergency vehicles, i.e. fire engines
and ambulances. Also, the appearance of the park and surrounding area has
suffered with the verges now non-existent in some places which gives a very
bad impression to all concerned.
Whilst Rightmove promotes the use of public transport it is becoming
increasingly difficult for many employees to use, as Rightmove, alongside
many other businesses, employ a more flexible workforce with non-standard
work hours to enable families to balance personal and work life, meaning that
individuals have no choice but to drive to their place of work. We would urge
you to not underestimate the impact on the employment opportunities and
welfare of Business Park employees in the event these parking restrictions are
put in place. It would effectively mean some would not be able to remain in
their current employment as they would literally not be able to park their car.
They are unable to use public transport due to it not being a viable option.”
The Sub-Committee is requested to consider the reasons set out in the call-in
request and, in accordance with the Council’s Constitution, either:
(a)

refer the item back to the Cabinet member, setting out the nature of
the Committee’s concerns;

(b)

not refer the item back; or

(c)

refer its views to the Council.
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ITEM

Wards Affected:
Danesborough and Walton
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STRATEGIC PLACEMAKING SCRUTINY
SUB-COMMITEE
8 AUGUST 2019

Report previously considered by Delegated Decisions - 16 July 2019

CALDECOTTE RESIDENT PERMIT PARKING ONLY SCHEME
Responsible Cabinet Member:

Councillor Gowans, Cabinet Member for Planning
and Transport

Report Sponsor:

Steve Hayes, Head of Transport, tel: 07788 398 289

Author and contact:

Sara Bailey, Strategic Manager Parking and Taxis,
Tel: 07949 753559

Executive Summary:
This report aims to address the objections received to the statutory consultation
held on the proposed introduction of Resident Permit Parking Only (RPPO)
restrictions to parts of Caldecotte.

1.

Recommendation(s)

1.1

That the implementation of the residents parking scheme and associated
restrictions in Caldecotte be approved and proceeds.

2.

Background

2.1

Walton Community Council (WCC) and Ward Councillors approached the
Council in September 2018 regarding parking problems on Caldecotte caused
by displacement parking as a result of business park employees. Officers
attended a parking working group arranged by WCC in November 2018 to
discuss the implementation of a resident permit parking only (RPPO) scheme
for the area. WCC then undertook extensive informal consultation with
affected residents and formally requested, via their full Council meeting in
December 2018, that MKC undertake their own consultation (in accordance
with policy) to the following streets;
Gatewick Lane, Monellan Grove, Monellan Crescent and Grove
North, Heybridge Crescent and Longhedge.
The Council’s informal consultation started in January 2019 for a period of one
month.
Consultations

2.2

It is the policy of the Council to undertake both informal and formal
(statutory/legal) consultation on the introduction of a RPPO if the residents of
the streets affected demonstrate that at least 50% of the residents support
such. The criteria at informal stage then becomes a 50% response rate, of
which 70% must be in favour. Both the consultation held by WCC and the
informal consultation held by the Council far exceeded this, with the official
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Council consultation achieving a 73% response rate, of which 95% were in
favour of the permit scheme. The full policy is attached as Annex A.
2.3

A further formal/statutory consultation must by law then be held, there is no
formal policy criteria on this but all representations made must be fully
considered before deciding whether the scheme should proceed. This took
place over April/May 2019. 36 formal objections were received (in addition to
three comments and three formal representations in support of the
scheme), the vast majority of these were from employees of the business
park. One objection was from the Police, concerned as to the size of the
scheme and the potential parking that could be displaced to nearby grid roads,
which is in the police's remit to enforce.

2.4

The Council has an adopted policy (attached as Annex A) prioritising
residents parking near to their homes. It is an unreasonable expectation for
employees to park in high volumes in an obstructive and hazardous manner
within a residential estate.

2.5

Whilst the objection from the Police must be seriously considered, it is
considered unlikely that Parking will be displaced to the grid roads due to their
nature. In the event this does occur, additional restrictions could be
introduced to address this, e.g. double yellow lines on grid-roads, which it
would be for the Council to enforce. This could be implemented fairly quickly,
e.g. 2 – 3 months as we could proceed directly to statutory consultation
without the need to informally consult. Displacement parking is more likely to
take place on other unrestricted parts of the residential estate, rather than the
grid road, especially as much of the grid road in this area is a single lane. We
will keep a close eye upon the effects of the scheme and endeavour to work
closely with the Police during and after implementation.

2.6

Also, the fire service have formally complained that they have been unable to
access the residential estate due to the level of congestion caused by vehicles
parking irresponsibly and this must be considered even though not included
as a formal representation in support of the scheme.

2.7

Council Officers have also met with management of the business park on
numerous occasions and additional measures are underway to both create
more parking and provide alternative methods of transport to the estate,
including a planning application to create an additional C80 spaces on site,
feasibility into legitimising the verge and pavement parking, and an extension
of the existing park and ride service.

2.8

Highways are also working on some proposals to implement waiting
restrictions (double yellow lines) to protect additional parts of the estate,
including parts of Brickhill Street, as shown at Annex B.

3.

Implications

3.1

Policy
This adheres to the Local Transport Plan.
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3.2

Resources and Risk
The estimated cost to introduce the scheme is in the region of £6,000 which
includes the costs of the Traffic Regulation Order (£2,500 - already incurred as
this has to be made in order to statutorily consult on) signing and set up costs.
Residents will pay £25 per resident and visitor permits. The cost to enforce the
scheme will be absorbed into the current parking contract.
The implementation costs and the ongoing cost would be attributable to the
SPA on street parking account
N
N

3.3

Capital
IT

Y
N

Revenue
Medium Term Plan

N
N

Accommodation
Asset Management

Carbon and Energy Management
Parking controls have a positive impact on reducing car use and therefore
carbon emissions.

3.4

Legal
A Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) will be required – this is a legal order, which
allows the Highways Authority to regulate the speed, movement and parking
of vehicles and regulate pedestrian movement, which are enforceable by law.
The statutory consultation for this has already taken place.

3.5

Other Implications
Stakeholders include WCC, local Ward Councillor, representatives of the
business park management and residents, all of which are supportive of this
approach
The presence of patrolling parking attendants can deter crime and disorder,
particularly vehicle crime.
N
N

Equalities/Diversity
E-Government

N
Y

Sustainability
Stakeholders

N
Y

Human Rights
Crime and Disorder

Background Papers:

Statutory Consultation – proposed introduction of resident
permit parking only scheme available at http://www.miltonkeynes.gov.uk/streets-transport-and-parking

Annex A

Resident Permit Parking Only Policy

Annex B

Plan showing resident permit parking only area and
additional proposed waiting restrictions.
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ANNEX A

Resident Permit Scheme
The new cashless way of paying for parking

www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/parking

What is a Resident Permit Scheme?
A Resident Permit Scheme protects parking in a specific area so that only people who live
in the street/s and their visitors can park their vehicles in the designated street by using
a permit. A vehicle without a permit will receive a parking ticket. It is the council’s
priority to ensure that, as much as practicable, all residents can park at least one vehicle
near to their home.

Why is it needed?
A resident permit scheme will not resolve existing road space issues i.e. where there are
simply too many vehicles to all be able to park on the streets. This is often the case in the
older parts of the borough. Also many households now have multiple vehicles but many
Milton Keynes houses were built when most people only had one car. Resident permit
schemes won’t create additional parking spaces but they will protect the available space
for the local people.
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Resident Permit Scheme
The new cashless way of paying for parking
What does it cost?
A resident permit scheme will cost £25 per permit per year. Visitor Permits also cost £25
per permit per year or there is a Pay As You Go (PAYG) option @£1 per24 hour stay. This
charge covers the cost of administration and enforcement of the scheme. Visitor permits
will need to be purchased for any visitors wishing to park in the designated area too. You
only need to purchase a permit if you park on the road. If you have private parking
(driveway/garage) you do not need a permit to park there.

Which areas could benefit from a permit scheme?
If any of the following conditions apply in your local area, a resident permit scheme may
be suitable:
•Located close to businesses, shops, schools and town centres.
•Located close to railway station
•Issues with non-residents parking for long and short term on residential streets.
•Willingness to pay for the scheme (£25 per resident and visitor permit per year)

It may be the case that some areas simply do not have sufficient parking for the
level of modern vehicle ownership and parking may always be an issue in these
areas.
If you are experiencing difficulties parking due to non-residents from another street
parking in your street, the resident permit scheme will probably not address this
issue as the residents from neighbouring streets may then also request a scheme.
This will cause a domino effect and impact on neighbouring streets, the end result
being the same number of vehicles parked, just all with permits.
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Resident Permit Scheme
The new cashless way of paying for parking
How to set up a resident parking scheme in your area
We will require evidence that a resident permit parking only scheme is desired by at
least 70% of affected residents before we will consider implementing a scheme. A lead
resident will be asked to mobilise their neighbours to demonstrate that they have the
required level of support from other local residents.
This can be in the form of all residents individually writing to the council, or the lead
resident may submit a petition which requests the introduction of a scheme and is
signed by at least 50% of residents. This document needs to show the names and
addresses of all supporting residents, and their signature.
MK Council will review the issues before consulting with the local councillors and the
relevant town, community or parish council to decide whether a resident permit scheme
is appropriate. If they do not object we will hold an informal (non legal) consultation with
residents of the street.
This involves sending a standard document package (letter and sometimes plans) to the
residents explaining the advantages and disadvantages of a resident permit parking only
scheme.
The charge of £25 per permit will cover the cost of administering and enforcing the
permit scheme. When responding to the questionnaire, residents should consider how
bad the parking problems are and whether they are willing to pay for a permit to park.
An on line option for responses is provided. Usually, 4 - 6 weeks are allowed for
responses.
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Resident Permit Scheme
The new cashless way of paying for parking
How to set up a resident parking scheme in your area continued…
The Council will only proceed to formal statutory consultation if 70% of respondents are
in support of the introduction of a resident permit parking only scheme. The threshold is
set at this level as any less (e.g. 60/40%) would risk displeasing as many residents as it
pleased. We require a minimum response rate of 50% of properties consulted, i.e. if
letters are sent to 100 properties, we need 50 letters returned and at least 35 of these
must be in favour of a permit scheme.
If less than 50% of properties respond, we cannot proceed with the scheme or repeat
the consultation for a further 2 years. However, the lead resident can do much to
encourage their neighbours to respond, for example, door knocking upon receipt of the
document package to explain the issues to residents and the importance of responding.
If the parking team do not believe a resident permit scheme is appropriate in the
circumstances, they will offer to meet with the lead resident to discuss alternative
solutions.
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Resident Permit Scheme
The new cashless way of paying for parking
Can People Object to the Scheme?
Formal/statutory consultation is in line with statutory guidelines but involves laminate
notices in the affected area and an advertisement in the local newspaper, as well as
writing to the standard list of statutory consultees (Police, fire, Ward Members etc.).
Objections can be received during the formal consultation period which may affect
whether the scheme goes ahead, depending on the nature and number of the
objections.
Subject to the outcome of the formal consultation process, a resident permit parking
only scheme can be implemented by the creation of a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO).

What happens next?
Residents who will require a parking permit to park in the new resident permit parking
only area will be contacted one month prior to the implementation date and invited to
apply for parking permits.
The area will be signed in accordance with legal requirements and ‘soft’ enforcement will
commence from the implementation date, with regular enforcement as required
thereafter.
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Resident Permit Scheme
The new cashless way of paying for parking
Creation of Additional Dedicated Resident Permit Parking Only Spaces –
Central Milton Keynes (CMK) Only
Previous residential developments in CMK were built at a time when public parking was
plentiful and free, and as a result there is some dedicated parking for ‘residents only’
provided on the public highway near these developments. However, due to the pressure
on availability of parking spaces for employees and other users, as well as the adoption
of parking standards for employees and other users, as well as the adoption of parking
standards requiring at least one allocated (private) parking space per dwelling for new
developments, no further public parking spaces in CMK will be changed to dedicated
‘resident only’ parking spaces.
This policy is subject to the Councils discretion and where a resident permit parking only
scheme is considered necessary in the interest of the highway network safety the Council
reserves the right to refuse to consult on removing the scheme.

Further information
If you have any questions about resident permit schemes you can contact us
on
Tel: 0845 230 8855 option 5 or,
Email mkparking@milton-keynes.gov.uk
Or write to:
MK Parking Team
Saxon Court, 502 Avebury Boulevard
Milton Keynes
MK9 3HS
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ANNEX B

PROPOSAL PLAN
(CALDECOTTE BUSINESS PARK)

Proposed Residents Permit
Parking Area
Proposed double yellow lines
Existing double yellow lines
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