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Terms of Reference

1.

Consideration of all called-in Cabinet, individual Cabinet Member or officer
decisions in accordance with the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules.

2.

The assessment of the effectiveness of existing policies and practices.
Types of Call-In Considered by the Executive Scrutiny Panel

1.

Procedural Call-In: When a decision is called-in on the basis of an alleged
procedural anomaly.

2.

Policy Call-In: When a decision is called-in on the basis that a decision is
allegedly flawed in policy terms.

AGENDA
1.

Welcome and Introductions

2.

Apologies

3.

Minutes
To approve, and the Chair to sign as a correct record, the Minutes of the
meeting of the Panel held on 28 September 2011 (Item 3) (Pages 6 to 11)

4.

Disclosure of Interests
Members to disclose any personal or prejudicial interests they may have in
the business to be transacted, and officers to disclose any interests they may
have in any contract.

5.

Call-In of Cabinet Decision – Fenny Lock Review (Minute C158)
The Cabinet, on 28 February 2012 considered the outcome of the Fenny Lock
Review and resolved:
“1.

That the scheme to develop a travellers’ site at Fenny Lock be stopped
as the site represents poor value for money in terms of meeting priority
housing need.

2.

That the £1.2m be invested in new Council-owned ‘wheelchair
standard’ bungalows, targeted to release social rented family homes
units for households in the highest level of need (i.e. “Band 1”).

3.

That the commitment to meet the needs of gypsies and travellers in a
cost effective and sustainable manner be re-affirmed.

4.

That, in the Site Allocations/Development Management part of the Core
Strategy process, alternative sites to Fenny Lock and Bottle Dump
which are capable of cost-effective and sustainable development, be
considered.

5.

That the needs of the three gypsy and traveller households in the
highest need (“Band 1”) be met by making a more cost-effective bid to
the Homes and Communities Agency to refurbish/expand the existing
site at Willen Road.”

The report considered by the Cabinet is attached at Item 5(a) (Pages 12 to
172). Additional information circulated at the meeting of the Cabinet relating
to the number of households who are accepted as “band one” cases is
attached at Item 5(b) (Page 173)
This decision has been called-in by 20 residents of the Borough. The reasons
cited for the call-in are that:

“1.

The site has full planning permission.

2.

The decision offends the principles of equality and diversity.

3.

The decision not to build a travellers site is contrary to the local plan.

4.

The money was awarded specifically for a travellers site.

5.

£600,000 has already been spent on preparing the site.

6.

The money allocated was ring-fenced in the Council’s Budget for the
Site.

7.

Financial comparisons on which the outcome of review is based are
misleading as they exclude consideration of the New Homes Bonus,
cost of land for Council houses and other already identified funding for
other schemes.”

The Panel is requested to consider the item considered by the Cabinet and
the reasons for the call-in, in accordance with the Council’s Constitution, and
either:
(a)

refer the item back to the Cabinet, setting out the nature of the Panel’s
concerns;

(b)

not refer the item back; or

(c)

refer its views directly to the Council.

Health and Safety
Please take a few moments to familiarise yourself with the nearest available fire exit,
indicated by the fire evacuation signs. In the event of an alarm sounding during the
meeting you must evacuate the building immediately and follow all instructions
provided by the fire evacuation officer who will identify him/herself should the alarm
sound. You will be assisted to the nearest designated assembly point until it is safe
to return to the building.
Mobile Phones
Please ensure that your mobile phone is switched to silent or is switched off
completely during the meeting.
Agenda
Agendas and reports for the majority of the Council’s public meetings can be
accessed via the Internet at: http://cmis.milton-keynes.gov.uk/cmiswebpublic/ Wi Fi
access is available in the Council’s meeting rooms.
Recording of Meetings
The proceedings at this meeting may be recorded for the purpose of preparing the
minutes of the meeting.
Comments, Complaints and Compliments
Milton Keynes Council welcomes comments, complaints and compliments from
members of the public in order to make its services as efficient and effective as
possible. We would appreciate any suggestions regarding the usefulness of the
paperwork for this meeting, or the conduct of the meeting you have attended.
Please use the slip below by detaching it and passing it to the Committee Manager.
Alternatively the slip can be returned by post to Democratic Services, Milton Keynes
Council, Civic Offices, 1 Saxon Gate East, Milton Keynes, MK9 3EJ, or you can email your comments to meetings@milton-keynes.gov.uk
If you require a response please leave contact details, ideally including an e-mail
address.
A formal complaints / compliments form is available online at http://www.miltonkeynes.gov.uk/complaints/ or is obtainable at the meeting from the Committee
Manager.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Meeting Attended:
Executive Scrutiny Panel
Date of Meeting:

21 March 2012

Comments:…………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Contact details:…..……………………………………………………………………………

Milton Keynes Council,
Strategy and Partnerships, Civic Offices, 1 Saxon Gate East, Milton Keynes, MK9 3EJ
Tel: (01908) 691691 Fax: (01908) 252456 Hays DX 31406 Milton Keynes 1

