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1.

Recruitment of Foster Carers
Councillor K Bradburn (18 February 2022)

“1.

That this Council recognises:
a) the best place for our children in care and looked after children, where
suitable, is with families in Milton Keynes;
b) Milton Keynes Council utilises the early help model, ensuring that families
receive proper support as soon as possible, and that children coming into
care is a last resort;
c) Milton Keynes Council thinks carefully about the placements of our looked
after children; and
d) Milton Keynes Council has many unique selling points to offer people who
become foster carers.

2.

That this Council also recognises:
a) there has been a recruitment crisis of foster carers nationally and the
situation is worsening;
b) there is stiff competition in the market to recruit the best foster carers and
we must take action to sustain our service; and
c) outsourcing of fostering placements is costly and often takes our children
away from Milton Keynes.

3.

That this Council resolves to:
a) highlight the recruitment of foster carers as a priority for Children’s
Services;
b) encourage every councillor as a corporate parent to help the Council recruit
the best for our children; and
c) request the Cabinet Member for Children and Families, the Chair of
Corporate Parenting and the Champion for Fostering to work with the
Fostering team on a new marketing campaign and recruitment drive for
foster carers, while also considering the whole offer for foster carers.”

2.

The Cost of Living Crisis and the Right to Food
Councillor Marland – 21 February 2022

“1.

That this Council notes:
a) the pandemic has highlighted the significant health, wellbeing and the
economic inequalities in our city;
b) the increase in the cost of living will impact on that vast majority of
residents of the borough;
c) the tax burden is the highest today than at any point since World Ward Two
and that the Conservative Government have consistently increased the
direct and indirect tax burden on families;
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d) those on the lowest incomes will be hardest hit as incomes are squeezed by
inflation and increased taxation;
e) the government ended the uplift in Universal Credit and that the changes to
the taper will not compensate for the reduction in income of the poorest
and most vulnerable people in society;
f)

an estimated 11million people in the UK live in food poverty;

g) an estimated 4000 households in MK go without food once a week and
10,000 households are eating smaller meals; and
h) if you cannot afford food, you will be unable to buy clothes, pay bills and
have less money to spend supporting the wider economy.
2.

That this Council also notes:
a) the support the Progressive Alliance is giving residents living in poverty
through its crisis support helping with food, rent and fuel bills, but that the
Conservative Group voted against an additional £500,000 to help those in
the worst fuel poverty;
b) the support the Progressive Alliance has given to children in school holidays;
c) the support the Progressive Alliance has given to partners to help tackle
food poverty; and
d) the amazing work that other organisations such as Food Banks, Community
larders, parish and town councils and charities do to help people eat.

3.

That this Council further notes:
a) the National Food Strategy was a wasted opportunity to tackle this issue;
b) the plan lacks a clear vision and strategy on how to improve the crisis; and
c) that opportunities to set out legal ways to enforce the strategy have been
missed and need to be enshrined in law.

4.

That this Council agrees:
a) no one should go hungry in Milton Keynes;
b) food poverty in the United Kingdom is disgraceful and a shaming indictment
of the policies of the Conservative government;
c) it is time to enshrine the human right to food into law;
d) to continue efforts to reduce and mitigate the impact of food poverty;
e) to express concern that the Conservative Cost of Living Crisis will increase the
levels of food poverty, hungry children and malnutrition in Milton Keynes;
f)

to write to government to ask that the right to food should and National Food
Strategy be enshrined in law; and

g) to continue to work with local partners to support the campaign for the
national right to food.”
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3.

Great British Rail Headquarters
Councillor R Bradburn (22 February 2022)

“1.

That this Council notes:
a) the recent announcement to form a single organisation, Great British Rail,
to operate the national rail network; and
b) the announcement of a competitive process to host the headquarters of
this new organisation.

2.

That this Council further notes:
a) the current Network Rail operation at The Quadrant MK, currently hosting
around 4000 skilled rail jobs;
b) the concern the announcement has created regarding the short, medium
and long-term future of these jobs, and the concern this has caused current
employees and the negative impact it may have on future recruitment;
c) the highly skilled rail workforce in Milton Keynes;
d) the long history of this area’s association with the rail industry;
e) that Wolverton was the world’s first purpose-built railway town;
f)

the continued operation of rail works at Wolverton;

g) the long association of Bletchley with the rail industry;
h) the government’s stated aim of moving jobs out of London and the South
East to ‘level up’ the economy;
i)

significant inequalities exist in Milton Keynes;

j)

the recent submission of a bid by Milton Keynes Council to host the new
headquarters of Great British Rail; and

k) the support the bid has received from a broad range of partners including
Members of Parliament, Town and Parish Councils, rail stakeholders and the
public.
3.

That this Council agrees:
a) that ‘levelling up’ should not mean ‘levelling down’ other areas;
b) to fully support the bid to host the headquarters of Great British Rail; and
c) to oppose any future plans to reduce the operational size of Network Rail
staff based in Milton Keynes.”
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